[image: Ox head blue]
Behaviour Policy
Sandbach United Football Club believe that children flourish best in a structured environment where everyone knows what is expected of them and where they can train and perform without fear of being hurt or disturbed by others.
Sandbach United Football Club aim to provide an environment in which self-discipline and self-esteem, can be nurtured in an atmosphere of mutual respect and encouragement.
In order to achieve this, Sandbach United Football Club will adhere to the following guidelines:

· All adults will try to provide a positive role model with regard to friendliness, care and courtesy and to offer strategies for handling any conflict.
· Rules governing the conduct of children are discussed and agreed with children at the club and explained to all newcomers, both children and adults.
· Coaches ensure that the rules are applied consistently, so that children have the security of knowing what to expect and can build up useful habits of behaviour.
· Good behaviour is praised.
· Coaches will actively try to avoid attention seeking through undesirable behaviour.

Unacceptable Behaviour - 
· Anyone behaving in an unacceptable way will be given one-to-one adult support in seeing what was wrong and how to cope more appropriately. If appropriate this might include a period of “time out”.
· Disapproval should always be made clear of the unacceptable behaviour and not of the person.
· In cases of serious misbehaviour, such as racial or other abuse such as bullying, the unacceptability of the behaviour and attitudes is made clear immediately, but by means of explanations rather than personal blame.
· Behaviour problems will be dealt with in an appropriate way with respect to the child’s understanding and maturity.
· The imposition of formal disciplinary measures – a sanction – should only be considered after other approaches have proved ineffective.  A warning that a specific sanction will be imposed if behaviour does not improve.  If a sanction is deemed necessary it should be clear and appropriate to the behaviour.  The child and parents/guardian should be informed of why the sanction is imposed.
· Discussion with the Head of Football (Oliver Byron) and Club Welfare Officer (Sandra Buckle) may be advisable before the imposition of sanctions.

On No account will children be - 
· Sent out of the room/playing area by themselves.

· Subject to threatening physical punishment such as smacking or shaking.

· Singled out or humiliated.

· Shouted at or have voices raised in a threatening way.


[bookmark: _GoBack]In cases where behavior management techniques have not managed to change a situation then players may be asked to leave the club. We do not make decisions like this lightly and it is very rare that we would come to this conclusion. This course of action would only occur following consolation between our Head of Football, Welfare Officer, Coach, Player and Parent/Guardian.
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